
1. Studying aboard:  

- What are the advantages of studying aboard?  

   Studying aboard enhances students’ knowledge and understanding in my areas 

such as language, culture and academic subjects. Furthermore, when learning 

overseas, students will be able to make new friends with people coming from 

different countries and backgrounds. This improves their ability to integrate and 

work efficiently in an international environment. Finally, studying aboard is an 

ideal way for students to strengthen important skills for their future careers such 

as living independently, personal finance management and making plans. 

 

- What dangers can a young student face in a foreign country?  

   If a student decides to study in developed countries such as the UK, the US or 

Australia, financial difficulty may be a problem because of the high costs of 

living and tuition fees. Language and cultural barriers are another issue, 

especially in case students have not prepared well before coming to a new 

country. Moreover, if a student is not able to live independently, he may be in 

deep trouble and feel homesick, which negatively affects his academic study.  

 

- What factors do you think have contributed to the increase in the number of 

students studying aboard?  

   The first factor is the rising incomes of households and families in developing 

countries. China with its massive economic growth is a good example as it is 

the biggest origin of international students in the world. The second factor is the 

lack of world-leading educational institutions in third-world countries where 

education is not the top priority of governments. The third factor, in my opinion, 

is linked to the increasing need of students to have a different experience to 

what they have in their countries.  

 

- Should people worry about the loss of culture through interaction with 

foreign schoolmates?  

   It may be a problem if you have lived in a foreign country for many years. 

However, I guess the majority of students will spend fewer than 10 years in a 

foreign country to finish their higher education. That is not long enough for 

cultural values and identity to lose. In fact, many international students gather in 

big groups with people from the same origin and some of them even practise 

their own religious or cultural beliefs. For example, many of my Libyan friends 



who have a Muslim background pray on Friday afternoons despite they are in 

the UK – a predominantly Christian country.  

 

- What skills should students learning overseas develop before they leave their 

countries?  

Firstly, they need to have a good ability to understand and communicate using 

the language that is widely spoken in countries that they are going to. It can be 

English, Chinese, Spanish, Russian or Italian. Secondly, they should be able to 

live independently, which means a life without daily care from their parents. 

More importantly, students studying aboard should develop other soft skills 

such as time management, decision making, controlling personal finances and 

understanding of sex education.   

 


