
Education:  

The costs of education in many countries are increasing. Governments therefore 

choose to partially or fully cover these costs for their domestic students. To 

what extent do you think this policy is beneficial? Give reasons for your answer.  

 

a. Ideas:  

 

• Being beneficial:  

- Help poor children 

- Keep talented people 

- A more productive population 

 

• Not being beneficial: 

- Higher pressure on government budget 

- A cut in spending on other areas 

 

b. Essay:  

 

In many parts of the world, the growing income inequality has made education a 

luxury for some groups of people. In order to solve this, governments have 

decided to partially or fully cover the costs of education for students of their 

countries. In this essay, I will assess the advantages and disadvantages of this 

intervention from a social and economic point of view.  

Government’s financial aid will provide children from poor families with a 

chance to get a good education. This in turn creates a sense of social equality 

and makes sure that human resources are not wasted. Furthermore, government 

intervention in covering costs of education also encourages talented people to 

stay in the country to study, instead of going to countries with lower tuition fee.  

It is argued, however, that government support in the education sector will put 

pressure on their budget. This is particularly not ideal in time of economic 

recession. However, from an economic point of view, the initial costs of 

government investment in education can be offset by the long-term 

achievements that they will get in the future, such as a more productive 

population which leads to greater efficiency.  



Some people criticise the policy of covering costs of education by saying that a 

government will have to cut spending on other areas such as healthcare, army 

and pension schemes. However, in the US and the UK, the governments have 

increased fees applied to international students, to make sure that domestic 

students can enjoy an affordable education, and other areas of spending are not 

decreased.  

In conclusion, if a government decides to cover costs of education for their 

students, then this brings in both positive and negative impacts. The extent to 

which this policy is efficient depends on how well the government carries out 

cost-benefit analysis to best achieve long-term gains in terms of productivity 

and efficiency.  
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