
Social media:  

These days social media has become an important part of people’s life. Social 

media is used for various purposes and by people from various age groups. 

What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of using social media? 

Give reasons for your answer.  

 

a. Ideas:  

 

 Advantages:  

 

- Make and keep in touch with friends 

- Update news on a recent basis 

- Convenient features 

 

 Disadvantages: 

 

- Reliability of information 

- Cyber-bullying 

- Being addictive 

 

b. Essay:  

 

The significant growth of the Internet and mobile devices has led to the rise of 

social media platforms. Although these channels help people make new friends 

and update instant news, they can be the cause of cyber-bullying and be highly 

addictive. In this essay, I will assess the positive and negative impacts of social 

media platforms.  

The first advantage of social media channels is that users are able to make new 

friends and get in touch with friends who they can not meet on a regular basis. 

The global nature of sites such as Facebook and Twitter means that their users 

can get to know people from all over the world.  

Secondly, these days major news service providers such as the BBC, CNN and 

Reuters tend to choose social media as a tool to reach their customers. 

Therefore, social media platforms also allow people to update news quickly and 

for free. Furthermore, social media companies have developed other convenient 



features such as online games, mobile apps and creating events that are directly 

available on their users’ devices.  

However, as information on social media can be posted by anyone, its reliability 

is sometimes questioned.  In addition to this, social media can be the source of 

cyber-bullying. There have been cases where high school girls became 

depressed after seeing abusive posts against them on social media.  

Another disadvantage of social media is that they can be highly addictive. An 

average US person, for example, spends 40 minutes of their day using 

Facebook. This reduces the amount of time that users are able to spend on other 

parts of their life, such as work and family.  

In conclusion, using social media platforms certainly has both strengths and 

limitations. The extent to which it is beneficial depends on how long social 

media platforms are used and how well information on them is censored.  
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