
Environment:  

To justify for a rise in petrol tax, some people claim that this move will reduce 

air pollution. Others, however, claim that there is no link between the two. 

Discuss both views and give your own opinions.  

 

a. Ideas:  

 

 For:  

- Reduce private vehicles growth  

- Increase public transport use 

- Cut carbon emissions and air pollution 

 

 Against:  

- Low elasticity of demand 

- Slow progress in public transport development 

 

 It depends on a number of factors.  

 

b. Essay:  

 

In many parts of the world, the significant growth of private vehicles has led to 

the problem of air pollution. Some people therefore believe that raising tax on 

petrol, which decreases the number of private vehicles, would be the solution. 

Others, however, criticise this view by arguing that its efficiency depends on 

how large the increase is and how developed the public transport system is.  

In economic theory, raising tax on petrol will increase the price of energy that 

drivers have to pay to run their vehicles. This discourages people from using 

their private vehicles because of their own economic benefits. People who 

favour the policy of raising tax on petrol as a way to reduce air pollution claim 

this will lead to a rise in the use of public transport, which in turns cut carbon 

dioxide emission and air pollution levels.  

However, this may not happen because oil and petrol have very low elasticity of 

demand. That means a significant rise in their prices is unlikely to reduce 

consumption because using private vehicles is an important part of many 



people’s life. In addition to this, the drop in private vehicles will be useless in 

cutting air pollution if there is not a developed public transport link. In some 

rural areas in Vietnam, for example, no bus routes are available.  

The feasibility of this policy depends on several factors. First, it depends on 

how big the increase in petrol tax is. Secondly, it depends on how developed 

and convenient the public transport system is. Thirdly, it depends on other 

factors that also cause air pollution, such as the growth of industrial waste and 

lack of trees in urban areas.  

In conclusion, in my opinion, a large rise in petrol tax can reduce the level of air 

pollution, although developing public transport at the same time is needed. The 

governments should also tackle other causes of air pollution to make their 

policy objectives more sustainable.  
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