
Family:  

Is it a positive or negative development that men and women have the same 

roles in families?  

 

a. Ideas:  

 

• Why positive?  

- Women have greater opportunities to look for a job 

- Create a sense of equality 

- A gender-neutral world 

 

• Why negative?  

- Women are only suitable for housework by nature 

- Unable to concentrate and perform well in both tasks 

- These critics can all be offset 

 

b. Essay:  

 

In modern society, it is believed that household tasks should be equally divided 

for both genders. This can increase women’s participation in the workforce and 

have a positive impact on gender equality education towards children. In this 

essay, I will evaluate how far this can be considered a positive or negative 

development by considering its pros and cons.  

When men play a more active role in housework, women have greater 

opportunities to look for a job. This improves women’s personal incomes and 

positively contributes to their family’s finances. Furthermore, same roles in 

family helps to create a sense of equality. Not only does this reduce family 

conflicts, it also gives both men and women chances to relax after hours of 

working hard.  

Sociological research has consistently indicated that children who are brought 

up in families where their parents play equal roles of breadwinner and 

housewife are likely to hold anti-sexist perspectives. This is a contribution to a 

gender-neutral world that we are trying to create.  

Traditional views upon gender argue that because of their biological nature, 

women are only suitable for housework and men are only suitable for becoming 



breadwinners. However, these views have been dismissed by contemporary 

examples of successful business women and female politicians, such as Sheryl 

Sandberg and Marissa Mayer.  

Others claim that if a person has to take care of both housework and workplace 

tasks, they will be unable to concentrate and perform well. However, this 

disadvantage can be offset because many people these days have a clear plan of 

their life and hence are able to achieve a work-life balance.  

In conclusion, there are arguments for and against the view that men and 

women should have equal roles in families. However, in my opinion, this is 

clearly a positive development because its strengths outweigh its limitations.  
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