
Shopping: 

- Do you enjoy shopping? Why or why not?  

   I do enjoy shopping, although I am not a big fan of this activity. The reason 

why I go shopping is mainly because I need to purchase necessities, such as 

food, clothes and books. Having said that, I go shopping much more frequently 

when sales and discounts are available as this helps me save a lot of money.  

 

- What are your favourite shops?  

   Tesco and ASDA are always my top priority. I am also a loyal customer of 

budget supermarket chains such as Poundland and 99p. When it comes to 

clothing and fashion stores, I usually choose Primark, J&D, H&M and Nike.  

 

- How much time do you spend shopping each week? 

   I would depend on the amount of free time that I have each week, which 

varies a lot. However, I normally spend my weekends and special holidays such 

as Christmas and Easter to go shopping as big discounts are available as well. 

So to give you a figure, I think that on a weekly basis, I spend 2 to 3 hours on 

shopping activities.  

 

- Do you prefer shopping alone or with other people?  

   Having friends with you when you go shopping will bring in a lot of fun. 

Going around shops by yourself is simply too boring and that is not the aim of 

outdoor activities like shopping. When you have other people going with you, 

you are able to talk, chat, discuss which items are better, or give opinions on 

which shops your team should go. Overall, I definitely believe that shopping 

with others is a much greater experience than doing it alone.  

 

- What kinds of shop are available where you live?  

   I am living in a student area where nearby shops are not largely available. You 

will have to walk for at least 10 minutes to get to the nearest shop, which is a 

Tesco store. Going further to the city centre of Birmingham, you will be able to 

find a much larger number of shops, ranging from fast food, coffee stores to 

clothing shops. Over the past few years, the number of restaurants that serve 

foreign cuisines is on the rise.  

 

- What problems are there with shopping in your area?  



   The first problem is the huge distance from student accommodation to shops’ 

locations. The second problem is related to opening and closing hours of some 

shops. We are students and therefore we organise night parties and events on a 

regular basis, which leads to a high demand for late food. However, some shops 

close as early as 7pm, which can make our party plans impossible.  

 

- Have you ever bought anything online?  

   Yes of course. When I go shopping online, I normally purchase intangible 

goods and services such as revision materials and web services. Having said 

that, when I need to buy an item which is sold too far from where I live, I order 

it online to reduce my transport costs. Most of the goods and services that I 

order online are on sale in the UK and therefore, it does not take so long for 

them to arrive in my house.  

 

- Do you think men and women have different opinions about shopping?  

   I think they certainly do. From the types of clothes, phone accessories to 

books, men and women tend to have different choices. This is partly because of 

the different ways that they have been socialised from an early age. Clothing is 

a good example. Clothes of boys and of girls are clearly differentiated by their 

parents and therefore men and women in their adulthood have a very specific 

perception of what clothes to purchase, based on their gender.  

 

 


