
Topic: Online learning 

 

In the age of technology, some people believe that online learning is the best 

option for learners. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this 

statement? Give reasons for your answer.  

 

a. Ideas:  

 

• Agree:  

- Cheap to access, easy to administer and can be used anytime 

- Enable you to meet new people 

- Expand your relationship network and cultural knowledge 

 

• Disagree:  

- Reliability of resources and data 

- Teacher-student interaction, discussions and fun activities may not exist 

 

b. Essay:  

 

The increasing costs of traditional education and life pressure have discouraged 

people from joining physical classes. This in turns leads to the rise of online 

learning with the growth of online study materials, online classes and even 

online universities. In this essay, I will assess the strengths and limitations of 

online learning and give my opinion on this trend.  

The first advantage of online training is that it is often cheap to access, easy to 

administer and can be used anytime that learners want to. It is also a good way 

to save travel time which going to physical classes normally requires. As a 

result, online learning is an ideal option for busy people, from part-time workers 

to women with children.  

In addition to this, the second advantage of online training is that it enables you 

to meet new people and even foreigners from other countries. This can only be 

experienced in traditional schools if you study in an international educational 

institution. Knowing new people from different backgrounds expands your 

relationship network and cultural knowledge.  



However, some people question the reliability of resources and data provided by 

online lessons. It is difficult for governments to control every website on the 

Internet and this means online lessons may not provide academically reliable 

knowledge. Nevertheless, governments, especially from developing economies 

such as Cambodia, Vietnam and Thailand are taking Internet censorship more 

seriously and controlling online learning websites is one of their targets.  

Other critics argue that online classes can not give learners the feelings that 

traditional lessons provide, such as teacher-student interaction, discussions and 

fun activities. However, these critics have ignored the growth of mobile and 

desktop applications that allow big groups to have video call such as Google 

Hangouts and Skype.  

In conclusion, I support the trend of online learning as long as government 

authorities ensure the reliability of resources provided on those sites. Having 

said that, a combination of online and offline learning is more efficient and 

comprehensive than online learning by itself.  
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